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PROGRESS REPURT OF MIE GEOGRAPHIC AREA, ORR
MORTH OF SEPTERBER 1950
OPFICE OF THE CHIEF, GECGRAPAIC RESEARCH

A. Agcamplishments snd Coordination Activities

1. Production im the Geogryephic Regearch Ares generally held
steady during Seplember. A variety of priority projects in support
of intelligence collectlon were completed and disseminated. COther work
of importeunce involved geographic support of the Department of State
and the completion of research on & pumber of studies prepared in
support of operational planning.

2. The Certography Divisicn completed 133 maps and charts -- 123
for the Agency and 10 for the Department of State. Requests were accepted
for 121 msps and chayis -- 118 for the Agency and 3 for the Department of
W  State.

3. ‘The Geograpby Division completed two Geographic Intelligence
Reports (GR-183, Civil Divisicns of the World: Part III, Europe; and
OR-184, Civil pivieions o YT VYart 1V, Oceanla); one NIS Section 19
of ChepteT 1 om Greece; one wAntTibution o the WIS Coapter I Annual on
Communist China; end four geographlc memorande in the G/1 series.

k. The Map Librery Division received 5,577 foreign-published meps
during Septesber. Of these, 34% were retasined in CIA: 3% sent to AMS,
end 23% to the Library of Congress. Requests for maps and related materials
continued to shovw & stesdy increase. During September, 28,206 map sheets
vere sent out in zesponse to 1,377 requests; in addition, 227 geographic
and cartographic items were distributed in response to 110 requests.
Tntereat in materisl on the Far East--especially on Quemoy, Matsu, and
surrounding areas--remained high.

5. Chief, Geography Division, met with the uvnconventional-warfars
teem of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to determine how well end universally
our reccmnendations for unconventional-warfore areas ara being accepted.
It was found that the recomnendstions ars apparently well accepted.
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7. At the Acting AD's request, an assessment of an intelligence
collcction proposal relating to Svalbard was prepared for General Cabell.

8. A speciel memo outlining the geographic criteria that would be
involved in any esrth satellite lwunching by Communist Chine wes prepered

for the DD/I.

9. Extended discussions were held by Chief, Speciul Resesrch Zranch,
with personvel of the Trade Controls Breach on developments concerning recent

Soviet efforts to obtaln covertly U.S. gravity imstruments. Action 1s

now

belng taken by the Depertment of Cammerce to reinstate gravimeters on the

¥.5. controls ligt.
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11. In recognition of the imcreased responsibilities of the Map Librery

Division in the guidance of mepping intelligence collection; a policy

meporandum which cutlines the responsibilities of the various GRA divislons
in the fields of mspping intelligence and geographic intelligence was issusd

by the Chief, Geographic Resesrch Ares.
- 25X1A9a
12. I Chief, D/GL, departed for Burope to undertake
8 series of priority map procurament coordinstions.
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13. T o Europe franch returned from & TDY in Europs,

during which he made useful. contacts at fisld stations and briefed field

personnel on the responsibilities and needs of the Geography Division.
25X1ASEE of the Year Bast-Africs Brench returped from a similar
TDY in southern and emstern Africa; he reports that no picblems of
consequence were encountered in the course of his trip, and that

discussions of ares problems with persompel in the field proved highly
effective.
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the month.
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